
 
By Thierry Kleinprintz – Chris Mattie – Steve Blake – Erik Mombeeck                 Contact : thierry.kleinprintz@wanadoo.fr 

 
“ Nur Die, die man vergisst, sind wirklich tot ” - “ Only those we forget are really dead ” 

 

So, I wrote and drew a part of this work to keep John D Mattie!s and Heinz Bär!s memory alive. 
They met only once over the skies of Germany as enemies. I think, like Chris, they would have love to meet again in other 
circumstances after World War II. 
Also to thank Chris Mattie and all his Family, for allowing me to have access to John Mattie!s War Diary and for their commitment and 
their kind and generous help. 
I would thank too, the historians Steve Blake and Erik Mombeeck for their help and documents, the historians Claude Archambault and 
Horst Jeckel for more details, Walt Fink who guided me to make the first move and Daniel Carrizales who bravely faced my files... 
 
Thierry,  August 2010 
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FORMING UP 

FROM TONOPAH TO BOXTED 
 
 
 
John D Mattie served with the newly formed 354th Fighter Group flying the P-39N Airacobra. During the year 1943, he followed his 
353rd Fighter Squadron from Tonopah, Nevada, to Santa Rosa, California, and in May moved to Portland, Oregon. Finally, on October 
21 , the men of the 354th FG departed the United States aboard the HMS Athlone Castle for the twelve days trip to England. In mid-
November, now based in Boxted, Lieutenant John Mattie was one of the first pilots in the USAAF to fly the brand new P-51B fighter. 
Only two weeks later, the 354th Pioneer Mustang Group was on his first mission over the skies of Germany, with the only 24 available 
Mustangs. On December 5, 1943 John flew the P-51 first in Combat for the Group!s second mission. His career nearly put an end as 
he force landed at Cheddington, England, on his 13th mission, on February 6, 1944. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
353rd FIGHTER SQUADRON  B.B.G. RANGE TONPAH, NEVADA  29 JULY 1943   Left to right   
Front Row : Major Owen M Seaman, Lt Col Jack T Bradley 
Middle Row : James Cannon, Willie Y Anderson, J J Baird, Grant Logan, Carl C Carson, Robert G Silva, David B O!Hara, Don M 
Beerbower, Wah Kau Kong, Felix M Rogers, W Franck Alford, John D Mattie, Ridley E Donnell, Carl Lind 
Back Row : Buford M Eaves, Carl Frantz, Richard H Klein, Thomas S Varney, Carl G Bickel, Don McDowell, James J Parsons, 
Wallace M Emmer, Glenn E Eagleston, Donald W Stretz, Edward R Regis, Charles L Uhlenberg, Edward E Hunt 
Not Pictured : Arthur W Owen, Charles W Koenig, James W Kerley, James P Keane 
www.cybermodeler.com/history/354fg/353fs.shtml 
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FORMING UP 

PIONEERS AND MUSTANGS 

 

 
P-51 B-1-NA  43-12482  FT – N  

assigned to 1st Lt John D Mattie, 353rd FS, 354th FG, 9th USAAF,  

Boxted, December 1943  

 

John D Mattie flew 43-12482, FT-N, his first assigned Mustang and his first mission, on 5 December 1943. It was only the 
354th!s second mission. 36 Mustangs flew their first bomber support mission in bad weather, escorting B-17s and B-24s over 
France to the Amiens area. On 13 December John Mattie still flying FT-N was part of the 41 P-51s of the “ Pioneer Mustang 
Group ” sortied to the German port of Kiel still escorting “ big friends ”. His third mission flown on FT-N saw him head for Bremen 
and Wilhelmshaven on 20 December. This time the group ran into heavy opposition and 353rd FS lost his Squadron Leader Maj 
Owen Seaman after an engine failure. John Mattie flew FT-N the fourth and last time on 22 December. Two days later Lt Felix M 
Rogers crashed 43-12482 in a landing accident at Boxted. Due to major damage (Cat 4 ) FT-N was not reparaible on site.  

 
CAUTION : ARTWORK ONLY, we can!t find any photo of the entire side of FT-N 

 
  

Lt John D Mattie in 43-12482, FT-N,  

his first assigned P-51. In front of 

the cockpit the crew names are 

white stenciled :  

PILOT LT. J. D. MATTIE 

CREW CHIEF S/SGT H. C. PALMER 

ASST CREW CHIEF R. S. JOHNSON 

Below, black stenciled : serial 43-

12482 . The same crew names will 

be stenciled on 43-12380 in January 

1944 when it is assigned to Lt 

Mattie and named “MY BUDDY” 

(Chris Mattie!s collection)  
 

 

 

 

 

SOURCES :  
Lt John D Mattie!s War Diary, with Chris 
Mattie!s agreement, for part of caption  
“The Pioneer Mustang Group” by Steve 
Blake, Schiffer Publishing and Steve 
Blake!s e-mailed additional information 
about serials, codes, pilots... of 353rd FS, 
and more. 
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WHITE STARS SUNDAY 

TRIP TO LEIPZIG ON FEBRUARY 20 1944 

 
 

1st Lieutenant John Duane Mattie told simply about his trip to Leipzig : 

 

 

 

“ The day before had been a very busy and exciting day for me – a story in its own - ...” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MISSION n° 226 is the first of Operation  “ Argument ”. Relying on favourable weather forecast over Germany for the begining week 
Brigadier General Frederick L Anderson informs 8th and 15th AFs COs that “ Argument ” will be launched on February 20, 1944. Five 
days of uninterrupted attacks are planned, a series of raids which will go down in History as “ Big Week ”. The most of targets is in an 
area between Leipzig and Brunswick. To launch this first mission, Anderson like John Mattie says simply :  
 
 
 

 

“ Let!em go ”. 

 



 6 

 

WHITE STARS SUNDAY 

MY BUDDY 
 

 
 

P-51 B-1-NA  43-12380  “ MY BUDDY ”  FT – A,  

assigned to 1st Lt John D Mattie, 353rd FS, 354th FG, 9th USAAF,  

Boxted, February 1944 

  

43-12380 went first to RAF as Mustang III FX 891 and returned to USAAF 30 December 1943. It was assigned to 1st Lt John D 
Mattie who named it “MY BUDDY”, after his brother Dave, in January 1944. Lt John D Mattie was flying this plane 20 February 
1944 in mission n° 26 to Leipzig (Germany), when he was credited with 1,5 FW 190 kills and one damaged. This victories are 
possibly anusual represented below the name “My Buddy” by two white stars and one only bordered for the damaged. Lt Mattie 
had shot his first enemy plane down for his brother and had wanted to get #5 that Dave could look on his brother as an ace. 
During airfight, his ship was damaged and returned to home base with three 30 cal shells through the engine and left wing tip 
blown off. As 43-12380 was being repaired, Lt John D Mattie flying another ship was missed in action 21 February. “My Buddy” 
was so reassigned to Lt Charles Koenig who renamed it “Little Horse”. Its last mission ( with the 354th FG at least ) was on 23 
June 1944. 43-12380 was declared unfit for service and finally destroyed in a take off accident by Reid T Porter on 29 January 
1945 at Chantilly (France). 

  
CAUTION : ARTWORK ONLY, we can!t find any photos showing an entire side view 

  

 

Lt warren Emerson and Lt Edward Hunt in front of  

Lt John D Mattie!s well named “MY BUDDY”  
(p 85 The Pioneer Mustang Group by Steve Blake, Schiffer Publishing, 
with Steve Blake!s agreement)  

                  ... and “MY BUDDY” s “owner, 1st Lt John D Mattie 

(Chris Mattie!s collection) 
 
SOURCES :  

Lt John D Mattie!s War Diary, personal information, with Chris Mattie!s agreement, for part of caption and crew names on colour plate : PILOT LT. J. D. 
MATTIE, CREW CHIEF S/SGT H. C. PALMER, ASST CREW CHIEF R. S. JOHNSON. J Baugher!s USAAF serial numbers database. “The Pioneer 
Mustang Group” by Steve Blake, Schiffer Publishing : nose art from photo p 85, serial 43-12380, code FT-A in appendix E,D and G and especially e- mailed 
additional information about 353rd FS serials, codes, pilots and more. Steve has been a very great help, thank you very much. Thanks also to Walt Fink of 
IPMS for his precious help and good advices. 
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WHITE STARS SUNDAY 

FIRST VICTORIES 
 

UNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 1944. Brigadier General Frederick L Anderson is in charge of Operation  “ Argument ”. Relying on 
favourable weather forecast over Germany for the begining week he informs 8th and 15th AFs COs that “ Argument ” will be 

launched that day. Five days of uninterrupted attacks are planned, a series of raids which will go down in History as “ Big Week ”. The 
most of targets is in an area between Leipzig and Brunswick. Anderson says simply : “ Let!em go ” and right in the middle of the night, 
targets, schedules, engaged units and all detail of MISSION n° 226 reach the sixteen Combat Wings of 8th AF.  
 
FIRST ROUND OF “ BIG WEEK ”...  

 
All of the targets are Airfields and aircraft factories for the 1003 heavy bombers which will take part. 417 B-17s of 1st Bomb Division 
and 272 B-24 of  2nd Division will simulate an attack on Berlin, then heading for their targets at last minut. 
Fighter escort is provided in a large part by 668 P-47s, 94 P-38s and 73 P-51s from 8th and 9th AFs. 54 P-51s from 354th Fighter 
Group have to provide close support to 1st Division.  
But 1st Division!s crafty trick don!t work as Generalmajor Max Ibel, commanding fighter units since 1936 ! and now commanding 2. 
Fliegerdivision, is too experienced. So, although urged by Galland to do take off his fighters, he!s waiting the last moment to order it – 
just as the B-17s head for Leipzig, avoiding Berlin. 
However, once more the escort fighters in combat so far over Germany are 354th and 357th FGs! P-51s. Their intervention protects 
efficiently the “ Big Friends ” and is minimizing the losses. Only 13 B-17s are shot down (~ 2% ).  
357th FG leaded by Don Blakeslee, claims two victories for the loss of one pilot. It needs to say that the group was on his first mission 
only nine days before.  
 
354TH FG CORNERS THE LION!S SHARE...  
 
With 14 confirmed victories and no losses. Deputy group CO Lt Col Bickell is leading the 54 P-51s of the Group, which arrive early at 
the briefed RV point. Just then they have in  sight 50+ incoming German fighters which swoop down on the bomber stream. 354th!s 
pilots go immediately into combat in defence of the B-17s and a massive fighter battle ensued.  
Texan Capt Jack T Bradley 353rd FS! leader remembers :  
 
“We had rendezvoused (RV) with the 1st Task Force about 30 minutes early south of Hannover. The group leader assigned our 
squadron to the middle box of bombers. The first box was under attack when we made our RV, and I called this information to my 
group leader. I assigned half my squadron to the right of the bomber formation and I lead the other eight in support of the left side. 
About 20 minutes after the RV Blue Flight attacked four Me 109s coming in at eight o!clock to the bomber formation. At 1300 hrs I saw 
a B-17 straggler from the first bomber box being stalked by a "109. I gave my flight instructions to drop belly tanks and attack the E/A. 
As I closed into range, Blue Flight cut me off and shot the E/A down. I saw the E/A in flames and out of control.  
I assembled the flight and rejoigned the bomber formation at 1320 hrs. ” (1)  
 
The German fighters will harass bombers and escort during all the trip back home but by suffering heavy losses, 44 pilots are killed, 29 
wounded, 74 aircrafts are destroyed and 29 damaged.  (2)  
The first objective of “Big Week” begins to be effective : to destroy enemy air forces everywhere them are found. 
 
LT JOHN D MATTIE OF 353RD FS SCORES...  

 
He is flying 43-12380, coded FT-A and nicknamed “ MY BUDDY ” after his young brother Dave, and takes an active part in reaching 
the mission!s objectives that day. 
Jumped by six FW 190s, he destroys two and damages one. He will tell later in his Diary that he shot down his first enemy plane for his 
brother and had wanted to get #5 that Dave could look on his brother as an Ace. Unfortunately he is only credited with 1,5 FWs kills 
and one damaged, and “ MY BUDDY ” is seriously damaged during the airfight. However, Lt Mattie succeeds in taking it back to his 
home base in Boxted with three 30 cal shells through the engine and left wing tip blown off. 
The Distinguished Flying Cross is awarded to him. The citation is as follows : 
 
“ For heroism and outstanding achievement while serving as element leader of a formation of P-51 type aircraft participating in a long 
range bomber escort mission on 20 February 1944. While engaged in providing close escort for the bombers, Lieutenant Mattie 
engaged a hostile aircraft and destroyed it. During the attack, all but one of his guns ceased functioning. Nevertheless he later attacked 
two other enemy aircraft and shared in the destruction of one of them and immediately thereafter attacked alone another two, in the 
course of which engagement he was set upon by an additional four, one of which he damaged and the remainder of which he drove off. 
The courage and tactical skill displayed by Lieutenant Mattie in aggressively attacking superior numbers of enemy aircraft despite the 
reduced firing power of his aircraft and the battle damage which it had sustained are in keeping with the highest traditions of the Army 
Air Forces.” 

                                                 
1
 In “354th Fighter Group” by William N Hess, Osprey Aviation Elite n° 7 

2
 Tony Wood’s Combat Claims and Casualties Lists 

S 
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On German side, I./JG11 (1st Fighter Group of 11th Fighter Wing) has one pilot 
wounded, 2 FWs destroyed and 7 damaged. III./JG11, 2 FWs destroyed and 2 
damaged. I./JG1 and II./JG1 take the heaviest toll. Two pilots are killed, one wounded 
and 3 FW 190s are lost in I./JG1. II./JG1 deplores two killed pilots and the loss of 4 
destroyed FWs.  
It seems that 6./JG1 (6th Fighter Squadron of 1st Fighter Wing) is not taking part in the 
fight with 354th. Major Heinz Bär its Staffelkapitän (Squadron Leader) wrote down in 
his logbook : “Feindberührung mit Boeing,Thunderbolt ”, (enemy contact with Boeing, 
Thunderbolt) .  
These four groups are the only flying Focke Wulf FW 190 that day.  
Lt Mattie!s victims have to be among one of these units. His own objective for the next 
day is again in perfect compatibility with “Big Week”s one : to destroy enemy air 
forces.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

By irony of fate he will have to fight again against the same adversaries the next day, 
 

on Blue Monday... 
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                                             JOHN DUANE MATTIE 
 

ohn Mattie was born on July 23rd, 1915.  He was raised in the coal mining town of 
Beaverdale, Pennsylvania during the Great Depression.  He joined the Army Air Corps (later 

                                                      to become the United States Air Force) as an Aviation Cadet, on September 29th, 1942.   
                                                      As one of 10 children, he was one of 5 brothers to serve in World War II at the same time.  His 

                                                      oldest brother Mac was a paratrooper in the Army, his brother Steve a member of the US 

                                                      Navy. Gus served as a tail-gunner in the B-17 over Germany, and his brothers Yordy and Dave 
                                                      both served in the Marines. 

 

                                                      In 28 years of service to his country, he amassed over 8000 hours of flying time. He was 
                                                      stationed in 5 different countries.  His travel throughout the world was extensive in both his 

                                                      military and civilian life.  He moved his wife and family 47 different times. 
                                                      Early in 1942, he was assigned to Class 42-1 at Luke Field in Arizona for Air Corps Advanced 

                                                      Flying School flying the BT-13.  It was here where he would learn the advanced fighter tactics 

                                                      that would serve him well in aerial combat over Germany. 
  

                                                      John learned to fly many different aircraft throughout his career.  He was qualified to fly the  
                                                      P-38 Lightning, and was one of the first pilots in the USAF designated to fly the F-86 Sabre jet 

                                                      in Combat during the Korean War.  But he is most well known for his prowess as a fighter pilot 

                                                      in the famed P-51 Mustang.  Most of his time flying the P-51 was with the 354th Pioneer 
                                                      Mustang Group.This was the first Air Group to fly the Mustang in combat over the skies of 

                                                      Germany. 

   
On February 21st, 1944 he was shot down.  Due to the extensive research of Thierry Kleinprintz, a noted Air War Historian, 

it has been determined that he was most likely shot down by the famous German Fighter Ace, Heinz Bär.  John Mattie was a 
Prisoner of War at Stalag Luft-1 in Barth Germany for over 15 months.  His prisoner serial number was #2837.  It was here where 

he made a few daring escape attempts, but that is a story for another time. 

 
He retired on January 1st, 1967 with a distinguished career in the Air Force.  His last tour of duty was with the Alaskan Air 

Command in Anchorage.  His personal decorations include the Purple Heart, and the Air Medal with two Oak-Leaf Clusters.  His 
highest decoration was the Distinguished Flying Cross which he earned for acts of heroism while escorting long range bomber 

missions in to enemy territory over Germany. 

In 1967, he moved his family to Wilmington Delaware, where he started a second career as an Elementary School Teacher 
and a Certified Public Accountant for small business owners.   

In 1978, he moved to Tollhouse California.  This was to be one of his best decisions of all time.  It is here where he became 

a farmer and valued member to the small community in the foothills of the Sierra Mountains.  It was also here where he made many 
new friends and for over 28 years was a revered leader in the community. 

 
John, a devout Catholic, became active in the Church as did his wife Edna, and was instrumental in starting a building fund that 

resulted in the construction of the Infant Jesus of Prague Church in Tollhouse California.  He was always generous with his time and 

labor to family, friends, and anyone in need.  A more humble and honest man would be hard to find. 
 

John Mattie passed away on February 13th, 2007 at the age of 91.  He is famous for his aerial combat in the skies over Germany and 
the sacrifices he made as a Prisoner of War.  He flew combat missions in the Korean War.  But if you ever asked him what his most 

valued treasure was, he would tell you that it was his Family.  He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Edna Mattie and his children, 

Janet Dowis, Jeanne Patrican, Kathy Schneider, Barbara Mertz, Michael and Chris Mattie. 
 

 
 

P-51B-1-NA “ MY BUDDY ” 
February 1944 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 By Chris Mattie 

 

                    J 
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BLUE MONDAY 

FEBRUARY 21 1944      

 

 

 

 

John Duane Mattie, started his War Diary with these words : 

 

 
“ This is a story which I wish to God I!d never had the experience to write about. During my Army life in the States and more true of the 
time I spent in England as a Combat fighter-pilot, it never once crossed my mind that anything could happen to me outside of the 
possibilities one, that I would be killed in combat ; and the other, that I would get through my missions unscathed. Of course, I had no 
doubt that it would be the latter. So, imagine, if you can, the humility with which I tell this tale of woe - my life as a Kriegsgefangen... ” 
 
 

 
 

“ It all began on the fatal date of February 21st 1944 – Blue Monday... ” 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

353rd Fighter Squadron!s board. Lt Mattie (first row, third from the left) was missed in action near Hannover and the next day 

2-21-44. His usual wingman Lt Kong (first in the second row) was also missed in action on 2-22-1944. 

www.cybermodeler.com/history/354fg/   
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BLUE MONDAY 

THE LOST FT-D 

 

 
P-51 B-1-NA  43-12161  FT – D  

of the 353rd FS, 354th FG, 9th USAAF,  

lost with 1st Lt John D Mattie 21 February 1944 over Germany  

 

43-12161 was the original FT-D which flew his first mission on December 1943. Lt Jim Cannon was the original pilot of FT-D but 
switched to FT-K in early January. On 21 February 1944, now Capt, Jim Cannon was leading Green Flight in his FT-K and Lt 
john D Mattie flying 43-12161 FT-D led the second element. 
According to Steve Blake it!s possible that FT-D was Lt Donohoo!s assigned ship as John Mattie wrote : “As my ship “ MY 
BUDDY ” was being repaired, I flew Lt Donohoo!s ship that Monday”. But as this plane had been flown from 7 January to 20 
February by at least six different pilots of 353rd Sq. and never by Lt Donohoo, John flew the Mustang which may very well have 
been used as the spare fighter for the squadron. 
Near Hannover, he damaged one and downed another FW 190 (not comfirmed, no eye witness) and few seconds later was shot 
down himself, probably by German ace Maj Heinz Bär. Lt John D Mattie could have been Bär!s 183rd victim.  
A 20 mm shell hit FT-D!s left wing tank and just after getting on his back the whole cockpit was immersed on flames. Lt Mattie 
succeeded in bailing out at 18 000 ft, drifted towards Wunstorf, landed in the city and was captured. He spent the rest of the war 
as a POW at Stalag Luft 1 in Barth. The out of control wreck of FT-D finally crashed at Luthe, 2 miles North East of Wunstorf. 

 
CAUTION : ARTWORK ONLY, we can!t find any photo of FT-D 

 

  

With 75 US gallons wing drop 

tanks, here being installed on 

GQ-U “Peggy” from 355th FS, 

the Mustang was able to escort 

the bombers all the way to the 

targets, deep in enemy 

territory and back to home.  

(Steve Blake!s collection)  
 
SOURCES :  

Lt John D Mattie!s War Diary, with 
Chris Mattie!s agreement, for part of 
caption  
“The Pioneer Mustang Group” by 
Steve Blake, Schiffer Publishing and 
Steve Blake!s e-mailed additional 
information about serials, codes, 
pilots... of 353rd FS, and more. 
Tony Wood!s Combat Claims and 
Casualty Lists about Major Bär. 
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BLUE MONDAY 

AIRFIGHT OVER GERMANY 
 
 
 

t 21.OO hrs, the evening before, mission orders and this message were delivered by the teletypewriters of 8th Air Force!s Bomber    
and Fighter units :  
“ Favourable weather forecast tomorrow. We will do a maximal offensive effort ”  

Major General James H Doolittle, at the head of VIII Air Force had also given on December 1943 the missions guidelines to 8th and 
15th AF!s C.Os : 

 “ Destroy enemy Air Forces everywhere you find them, in the air, on the ground and in the factories ” 
 
SECOND ROUND OF “ BIG WEEK ” ... 

 
MISSION 228 is launched. 
 
It will not in particular go down in history of 8th and 9th AFs, but for those who take part, from one or another hand, it will remain 
nothing more than memorable. 
As bad climatic conditions are raging over Italy, 15th AF!s planned presence will abort.  
So, only 8thAir Force!s three Bomber Divisions are dispatched on three targetted areas in Germany. 
 
Fighter escort is provided by no fewer than 679 fighters, 69 P-38s and in largest part the 542, Eight and Ninth AF!s, P-47s. The 68 P-
51s, are part of 9th AF!s 354th FG,  the Pioneer Mustang Group, “ borrowed ” by 8th AF and 8th AF!s own 357th FG. These two 
Groups are at that time, the only flying P-51s in the ETO and with wing drop tanks are able to escort the bombers all the way to the 
targets, deep in enemy territory and back to home. 
 
 

 
75 US gallons drop tanks are installed 

on John Mattie!s P-51B “ My Buddy ” , 

from 354th Fighter Group in Boxted, 

January or February 1944, for a long 

range mission over Germany. Lt Mattie 

checks carefully his parachute before 

boarding.  
(Chris Mattie!s collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
New tactical rules are current too. Order is given to the fighters, no more to fly close the bombers – like the Germans had done during 
the Battle of Brittain with Freiejagd (“ free hunting ”) – but to systematically go into combat with enemy fighter planes.  
The weather forecast is however favorable, but Weather Service is once more a little bit inadequate. Thick overcast and heavy clouds 
over Germany will significantly affect mission achievement. In positive, bad conditions are also disturbing the action of German fighters 
and so the losses are relatively light, (1,5%). However 13 B-17s, 3 B-24s, 5 fighters, 2 P-47s and 3 P-51s, go down. 

 

A 
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Mustangs recently sprayed with the white identification bands of the 354th Fighter Group, over the North Sea and England. 

(Steve Blake!s collection) 
 
Mission 228 is in fact made up of three distinct missions. 
 
A first formation of 336 B-17s from 1st Bomb Division have been sent against Luftwaffe airfields. 285 hit Achmer, Hopsten, Diepholz, 
Quakenbrück, Bramsche airfields and Rheine airfield, II./JG1 (2nd FG/1st Fighter Wing ) and Major Heinz Bär!s home base. 8 B-17s 
are lost, including 91st Bomb Group!s “ Miss Ouachita ” we will meet again further... One P-51 of 357th FG!s fighter escort is claimed 
shot down over Almelo and crashes at Zwolle (Holland). (43-6723, B6-S, “Bud” Anderson!s first “Old Crow” flown by Lt Alfred R. Boyle) 
 
The second formation, 224 B-24s of 2nd Bomb Division have been sent too against airfields, and as 1st Division, hit secondaries or 
targets of opportunity. 3 ships are lost. 
 
The last formation, consisting of 281 of 3rd Bomb Division!s B-17s, is heading for Diepholz airfield and aircraft factories in 
Braunschweig (Brunswick).  
Thick overcast is disturbing the mission there as well. The targets in Braunschweig will have to be bombed with radar assistance. As a 
result, the bombs are falling down in town and sparing the outlying factories, in particular the two engineering industry sites which 
produce Bf 110 elements.  
175 B-17s still hit the primaries and 88 others, Hannover and two airfields.  
5 B-17s are lost as well as 2 P-51s of 353rd FS/354th FG, one of them Lt Mattie!s ship. 
 
Lt Col Jim Howard, already an Ace, leads the escort from the 354th FG. This group is one of the best USAAF!s fighter groups in Europe 
and is shaping up to produce many present and futur aces. 
1st Lt John D Mattie of 353rd Fighter Squadron, with two FW 190s kills and one damaged the day before, is on the way to become one 
of them, receiving credit for 1,5 only. 
 The first enemy plane he had shot down was for his younger brother Dave and now he aspires to get #5, that Dave could look on his 
brother as an ace. 
 
A PERFECT MISSION... 

 

At his home base in Boxted on the morning of 21 February, he is so completely oriented toward the previous engagements that he 
would have flown anything which looks like a plane, just to take part in the mission. 
Indeed, his normally assigned P-51B-1-NA, 43-12380, “ MY BUDDY ”, coded FT-A, was damaged during the victorious airfight on the 
day before, returning to home base with three 30 cal shells through the engine and left wing tip blown off, and therefore is under 
repairs. 
But Lt Mattie will not have to abort as Lt Donohoo!s ship, 43-12161, coded FT-D, is available for him. 
According to Steve Blake  (3) :  it!s possible that FT-D was Lt Donohoo!s assigned ship, but also this plane had been flown by at least 
six different pilots of 353rd Squadron and never by Lt Donohoo from 7 January to 20 February.  
 
This ship may very well have been used as the spare fighter for the squadron. 
 
What!s more, that day!s mission to Braunschweig is not the first. The Group had always clashed with numerous German fighters in the 
same area. This would be a good chance for John Mattie to raise his score to five victories and to become an Ace. 
 
All that looks like a perfect mission... 

 

                                                 
3
 Author of “The Pioneer Mustang Group”, in e-mailed additional information 
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HOWEVER, ALL IS NOT GOING WELL...  

 

Lt Mattie has told the story of his Blue Monday in his Diary : 

“ As my ship “ MY BUDDY ”, was being repaired, I flew Lt Donohoo!s ship that Monday. 
A pet superstition of mine was that bad luck followed you when you borrowed anybody!s ship or equipment. 
But I was so hopped from the previous engagements that I would had flown a Ryan PT just to get to go on the mission. That day the 
mission itself – Braunschweig was the target – promised to be an exciting one as we had always run into stuff opposition going to that 
target before. So my superstitions were forgotten and I felt nothing but the thrill of the hunt as I “ gave my kite the gun ” and sped 
down the runway that unforgettable day. The sky held few clouds : the visibility was good and the trip over the channel uneventful. 
The scattered flak that met us as we crossed in served to put us only more on the alert. Even the crazy driving hum of Jerry!s radar 
was missing that morning... 
...It was the start of what looked like a perfect mission.  

HOWEVER ALL IS NOT GOING WELL... ACT II ... 

The first sign I had that all was not going well that day was when Lt Wah Kau Kong left my wing and was replaced by Lt Burke who 
was on his first mission.  
Kong and I had flown together back in the States and were on many missions together over Germany so we more of less understood  
each other and could predict beforehand almost the others moves. 
...I hated to see him go 
 
The next indication that all was not well was when we received the information over our RT that the bombers were ten minutes late. ” 

 
According to the “ combat mission schedule ”, (passed on to by Steve Blake), showing the original positions of the various 353rd FS 
pilots on the 21 February mission, Lt Kong in his FT-F was the “ spare ” pilot that day and did complete the mission, which means he 
must have replaced one of the five pilots who aborted the mission but the schedule does not indicate what position he took. Also, Lt 
Burke, indeed on his first mission, was the wingman of Capt Emmer in Blue Flight, Lt Billy B Bronston was the wingman of White leader 
Lt Meserve, and Lt Keane in FT-L the wingman of Lt John D Mattie in Green Flight.  
That all changed as the mission progressed. With numerous position changes, during the mission, will most likely remain a mystery as 
to what is described in John Mattie!s Diary. 
What is certain, is that he will go into combat without his usual and exprienced wingman and that will have serious consequences for 
what happens next. 
For Lt Kong too, in that he will be killed in combat the following day. 
 
SHORT WAIT TILL " BIG FRIENDS " SHOW UP... 

 

354th FG is now circling around the RV point covering a 30 miles radius between N/Hannover and Dümmer See (Lake) with 353rd FS 
holding down the tail end of the Group. 
According to Steve Blake : The Squadron leader, Captain Jack T Bradley (353rd!s Ace) with Red Flight has the lead, followed by White 
leader Lt Meserve, his wingman Lt Bronston in 43-12372 coded FT-O and White Flight!s second element, followed by Blue Flight which 
had been reduced to Lt Eagleston and Lt Burke. Capt Emmer had aborted because he was sick. He was escorted home by Lt Regis 
the #4 man of Blue Flight. Green Flight would have the difficult task of bringing up the rear. 

 
“ Big Friends ” from 96th Bombardment Group (USAF) 
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Green Flight!s leader Capt Jim Cannon on February 21, 1944. On 

April 29, James Cannon and the German ace Heinz Knoke will 

shot them mutually down and will be evacuate in the same 

truck, Knoke toward the infirmary and Cannon toward a jail ! 

(Steve Blake!s collection) www.heinzknokewebsite.com (English 
version available) 
 
Capt Jim Cannon in his FT-K is leading Green Flight with Lt Leach in 
FT-H as wingman, Lt Mattie leads the second element in 43-12161, 
FT-D and Lt Keane is Mattie!s wingman in FT-L. All of these men will 
complete the mission except Lt Mattie. 
Green Flight is so holding down the tail end of the entire Air Group, 
the most exposed and dangerous position.  
 
That day, the bomber stream was held up by the thick overcast. Of 
course the formation had to be split up. 175 B-17s were to hit the 
primaries in Braunschweig but also 88 others to bomb secondary and 
opportunity targets, including Hannover. All of these units are now 
heading back home, but the requirement to re-form the stream has 
delayed the 3rd Bomb Division. 
 
As the “ Big Friends ” nearly join the RV point, they are hit hard in 
lightning strikes by over 200 enemy fighters.  
 
354th comes to its bombers rescue leaving Green Flight on his tail 
end but it!s intervention is minimizing the damage. 
 
Indeed, only one ship is shot down. 

 
It is 42-39814 “ Black Hawk ” of 96th BG/337th BS, the pilot Alver R Smith and four crew members are killed, the five others bail out 
and are captured. According to Hey/Bishop in “ Losses of the US 8th and 9th Air Forces, Vol 2 ”, 42-39814 was “ attacked by fighters 
past the IP hitting the gas tanks. At 14.30 hrs exploded in mid air and crashed at Gross Munzel, 4 miles South of Wunstorf ”. 
By irony of fate, John D Mattie after his own capture, will meet the surviving members of the crew, co-pilot J F Lynn, navigator B T 
Moynahan and three sergeants, as PoWs in Luftwaffe II./JG11 home base, about 7 miles from Wunstorf. Just then, they recognize 
knowing each other from a chance meeting several weeks before when their ship had made a forced landing at Mattie!s base returning 
from a mission to Frankfurt ! 

 
Bomber crews of 401st 

Bomb Group discover 

353rd Fighter Squadron 
new “Little Friend” (43-

12172, FT ! T)  at 

Deenethorpe (Station 

128), on December 17, 

1943. The crew of the B-

17 “Black Hawk” had 

probably a similar 

experience when they 

met John Mattie at 

Boxted.  

(Steve Blake’s Collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They informed also John 
Mattie that their B-17 have 
been brought down in the 
vicinity and they have been 
picked up about an hour 
before.  
 
 

  
Now, as the bombers are under solid protection, the German fighters go for the escort... 
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ONLY GREEN FLIGHT FIGHTING... 

 

Lt John D Mattie continues the relation of events in his Diary: 
 
“ We hit our RV point and swung north of Hannover to kill a little time till our “ Big Friends ” showed up. Over Donner Lake (Dümmer 
See, NoA) we began a 180 and were half-way through it when the call “ 25+ bandits at 12 o!clock high ” came over the RT.  

I immediatly picked them out and watched them as they swiftly passed over the lead squadron, the middle squadron, and began their 
turn onto the tail of our squadron. 
 
As we were flying Green Flight that day, we were holding the tail end of the Group and were lagging further than what we should have 
been-thereby, presenting the most vulnerable target. 
 
As soon as it was no longer questionable that the FW 190!s – which they proved to be – were selecting our flight for their target, 
Cannon signaled to drop wing tanks and we turned into the attacking Jerries, while the rest of the group proceeded on a straight 
course to the bomber RV. 
Making a sharp left turn I lost my wingman, who I later found out spun out on the turn and hit the deck and headed for home. 
  
We found ourselves in a head-on attack with the FW!s and in a few seconds within range. 
  
I selected one of the leading attackers, placed him in my Ring Sight and squeezed the trigger.  
I observed hits on its fuselage and as he broke from the attack I pulled up sharply to the left and followed Cannon and his wingman 
who were completing a 360 and striking out after the group which was a considerable distance ahead by now. I had fallen back 
slightly during my encounter so I gave my ship the gun and began closing the distance between Cannon and myself. There were 
Focke-Wulfs on all sides of me attempting to position themselves for an attack. 
 
As I was slowly approaching my flight leader from behind I detected a 190 making a low rear quarter attack on his element. Having a 
slight altitude advantage and the bigger advantage of being undetected as yet by the plane making the attack, I dropped my nose, 
had him in my sight, gave the proper lead and let go. My first few tracers appeared directly in front of the nose and then cut back 
through the length of his fuselage. 
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The ship made a few wild uncontrolled skids and then went into a screaming vertical dive. 
 

In the thrill and excitement of watching him plummet to the earth another 190 had positioned himself on my tail in those few seconds 
and was firing at me as I pulled up off the kill. 
The next instant a 20 mm shell hit my left wing and a large hole miraculously appeared over my wing tank. 
 
I immediately kicked left rudder, flopped the stick over against the side and flipped over on my back headed straight down. No sooner 
did I get over on my back when my whole cockpit was immediately immersed in flames. They began licking at my hands, my clothing, 
and my face before I could say “ Kriegsgefangen ”. 
 
Unconsciously I reached for the emergency release and gave a pull. Nothing happened. I pulled the release again with still no result . 
I began beating at the top of the canopy with my fists while the plane continued his downward plunge. The thought that flashed trough 
my mind at that moment was “ well, Mattie, you have had it. ” But the next instant the canopy suddenly came off and I blindly fumbled 
with my safety strap lock. It came undone and I raised myself slightly out of the seat. 
 

 

 

 

John Mattie tooks his downfall humorously... 

(War Diary, Chris Mattie!s collection) 
 
 
The next instant I was whisked out of the cockpit as if by a 
mighty hand and found myself hurtling earthward free of the 
ship. 
 After a few seconds of free-fall I yanked my rip cord release 
handle and was brought to what seemed like a full stop in 
mid air by the opening of my chute. At the time it opened I 
was falling so swiftly that the sudden shock of the opening 
blacked me out for about 30 seconds. (later, when I had the 
opportunity to check over my body I found painfull bruises 
on my hips caused by the harness buckles cutting in when 
the chute opened)  
 
Regaining my sight, the first thing I observed was the group 
slowly fading to a speck in the distance. 
That, perhaps, is the most melancholy moment of my life. 
Everything had happened so quickly that it was difficult for 
my mind to grasp the fact that I was actually floating 
earthward in a chute and that the ground below me was the 
land of the enemy – Germany. 
After my thoughts had gradually settled, the thing that 
impressed me most was the deathly stillness that pervades 
the atmosphere at 18,000 feet. 
Not a sound was to be heard outside of the occasional 
rustle of the chute above me. That sound and the broad 
expanse of silk above me were very assuring indeed. 
 
This silence was soon broken by reappearance of 3 FW 
190!s who circled me once and left with a cheery dip of the 
wing. 
 
 

 

CAPT CANNON!S OWN STATEMENT OF FACT : 

 
“I was leading Green flight with squadron, providing close escort for bomber task force over target at Braunschweig on 21 
February,1944. 1st Lt. John D. Mattie was my second element leader. The group had just completed a wide left turn prior to RV with 
bombers. this was at 1340 hours in the area north-east of Dummer Lake. I saw about 20+ FW-190s in a good position for a high side 
attack on our squadron. They dived for attack on our flight which was on the outside of the squadron formation. I turned into them, 
dropping wing tanks at the same time. I continued the tight turn toward the e/a which were now in a Luftberry. After I had gained 
considerable altitude and was out of immediate danger, I looked down and saw e/a in a Luftberry below with some aircraft on various 
sorts of acrobatics. I thought this rather strange and checked my flight, noting one member missing. I learned later that Lt. Mattie!s 
wingman had lost contact with him when wingman!s engine cut out as he dropped wing tanks. Lt. Mattie apparently followed the FW-
190s down, and I never saw him again following this encounter. I proceeded on to rendevouz with bombers.” 
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WHILE LT MATTIE IS STILL DRIFTING TOWARD GERMANY... 

 
“I was alone again in that eerie silence with only my thoughts as company. I began to give the terrain below me a close inspection and 
saw that I was being carried towards a small city. There were several wooded aeras in the vicinity and I tried manipulating my shroud 
lines so that my chute would carry me to a wooded section – but to no avail. The wind was against me and I continued floating gently 
earthward in the direction of the town. As I descended lower and lower, the earth seemed to slowly to come to life. Soft noises were 
now discernible and I could see people grouping together and pointing upward. I could see now that I would land in or near the town 
and hoped that I would miss the large canal which bordered the town. The long descent from altitude had left me with frozen limbs 
and I wasn!t too eager for a swim just then. As I got lower and lower my speed seemed to increase greatly and I was no longer 
floating gently downward but was skimming over the earth!s surface at a surprising speed. I skimmed over the dreaded canal, passed 
swiftly over the tops of some houses in the outskirts of town and over the heads of large crowds of people. 
 
I dropped down between two buildings, hitting the side of one and then the ground. I rolled over twice and came to a stop on hitting a 
fence. 
Slightly dazed and bruised, I picked myself up off the ground and began unbuckling my harness when the civilian population 
descended upon me. A large bewhiskered individual seized me by the collar of my flying suit with his right hand and made as if to 
strike me with his left, all the while shouting abuses in a foreign tongue. 
I put up my guard and expected anything to happen, when a blue uniformed figure with rifle unslung dashed around the corner, 
backed off the crowd and made me his captive... 
 
...I then asked her the name of the town I was in and she informed me it was Wunstdorf, near Hannover.  

 

 

NORTH AMERICAN  P-51 B-1-NA  43-12161  FT-D   1st  Lt  John D Mattie  353rd FS  354th FG  21  February  1944 

 

 
 
FOCKE WULF  FW 190 A-7  "!  yellow  12  "!  Maj  Heinz  Bär  6./JG 1  (6th FS, 1st  Fighter Wing) 21  February  1944 
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In brief : only Green Flight is taken to task by 25+ FW 190s in the vicinity of Wunstorf. 
  
Lt Mattie damages one of the leading fighters in a head on attack with them. 
 
He shoots down the FW 190 making a low rear quarter attack on his leader!s element. 
 
He himself is shot down by a FW 190 few seconds later, bails out at 18000 ft, is drifting toward and drops down in Wunstorf.  
  
A second P-51 of 353rd is also lost that day, 43-12372 coded FT-O, with Lt Billy B Bronston who is killed in action. Lt Bronston is the 
wingman of White leader Lt Meserve and flying close to Red Flight leading the Squadron, which is proceeding on a course to the 
bomber RV while only Green Flight tangled with incoming enemy fighters. He was last seen chasing a Ju 88 and FT-O crashed at 
14.20 hrs, 100 yards South of Kissenbrück, East of the railroad track from Wolfenbüttel to Bornum. Around 12 miles South of 
Braunschweig and so more than 50 miles South-East of Lt Mattie!s crash site. As no P-51 was claimed by the German fighters in that 
area, it can be assumed that Lt Bronston was probably victim of the Ju 88!s defensive fire or hit by the German Flak.  (4) 
 
21 February 354th FG!s pilots also claim a further ten aircraft destroyed. 
 
Victorious are Lt Albert Redfern of 356th FS with one FW 190, and squadronmate Lt Frank O!Connor who is credited with one FW 190 
and damaging a second. 
 
Unfortunately, Lt John D Mattie is missing and his victory claim with him. 
 
 
A TOO SHORT GERMAN BLANKET... 

 

Let us look now at German side. 
 
At the beginning of 1944, fighting on two fronts, the Jagdwaffe!s (Fighter Command) situation is serious but not yet hopless. As German  
historian Cajus Bekker will write, it is likely to be in the shoes of a man who tries to protect himself with a too short blanket : whenever 
he keeps his feet warm, he has a cold head and vice-versa. Though by constant units! transfers from one front to the other, it holds out. 
  
So the fighter units on western front line up about 700 single engine ships to face up to 1295 bombers and 2528 American fighters, 
including around a hundred P-51B, only to have enough range to contest air superiority over the Reich.  
 
Against that totally new aircraft, the Jagdwaffe line up two already old models, the Messerschmitt  Bf 109G which has reached the 
limits of his potential and the Focke Wulf  FW 190.  
 
The standard versions of the FW 190s are still A-5 and A-6, and the new A-7 version comes into service only in January 1944. 
 

NO P-51S OVER GERMANY... 

 

Still the system holds out but a lot of people are aware that will not go on forever. 
 
Except Reichsmarschall Göring, who day after day cutts one-self off from reality, and even rearrange it, among others about P-51!s 
presence over Germany. 
 
Albert Speer, minister of armement, wrote down in his memoirs an anecdote showing a personality clash between Göring and Adolf 
Galland commanding general of Fighter Command, dated in the Summer of 1943.  
However, according to Rolf Steiner ( 5 ), it seems that the events would be happen more later, end of 1943, or even beginning of 1944, 
when the first P-51Bs were shot down, probably not East of Aachen as he told, but in the vicinity of Hannover. 
 

 “ That day, Galland had informed Hitler that some fighters, which protected American bomber units had being shot down near 
Aachen... Hitler had immediatly reported this worry to Göring... ...It!s well, Herr Galland, cutted Göring to close the debate, I give you 
official order that not any American fighter is reaching Aachen... ...The general made a last attempt, and though, Herr Reichmarschall 
they were there. Göring lost one!s composure : ...The American fighters were not there ! Do you understand ? And it is exactly what I 
will tell to the Führer. ...It!s an official order ! With an unforgettable smile, Galland replied : yes sir !, Herr Reichsmarschall.” 

 
 
 
So, Lt John D Mattie!s FT-D could have been one of those planes which were not there... 

 

                                                 
4
 Losses of the US 8th and 9th AIR FORCES, Vol 2 by Hey/Bishop, thanks to French and German historians Claude Archambault and 

Horst Jeckel 
5
 Aerojournal n°6 October-November 2008, Adolf Galland’s biography 
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Nevertheless the German pilots! morale remained high, but to fight against the bomber boxes, above all with a P-51s escort is left a 
very dangerous sport. In a large part many young inexperienced pilots but too Experten, often aces and commanding officers, will go 
missing during that period.  
 
General Galland chief of Fighter Command will admit the loss of 1000 pilots during the three first months of 1944. 
  
The Mustang is taking part in 425 of 3839 missions and is claiming 67 of 212 victories credited to American fighters, 11% of missions 
and 31% of victories. No comment 
 
 
BUT THE FIRST P-51 FOR MAJOR HEINZ BÄR... 

 

 

After “Big Week”!s first raid the day before and favourable weather forecast, all fighter units are expecting a new raid today and are 
ready again to shoot back. 
 
Major Heinz Bär is at time Staffelkapitän of 6./JG1, ie squadron leader of 6th FS/ 1st Fighter Wing. (JG1 will be named “Oesau” in May 
1944, after his Kommodore!s, Walter Oesau, death.) 
 
Strangely Bär has a high rank for an ordinary squadron leader. In fact, after the disaster in Tunisia in the Spring of 1943, 
Reichsmarschall Göring is looking for people to blame.  
 
So, Group Commander of I./JG77, Major Bär, ill and exhausted by endless combat is first sent into exile to South of France, officially to 
rest, but also to take command of a second rate training unit as punishment. Nevertheless, he scores two times on 2 December... 
 
At last he returns to Germany at the end of 1943. However, once home, his plain speaking on tactical policies is not at all liked by 
Göring who is posting him again as an ordinary squadron leader in JG1. 
 
 
But which other “ordinary” squadron leader could score three times that day ? 
 
 

Almost all concerning Bär is nothing than “ordinary”, so in 

February 1944, he is always dressed in his favorite 

“borrowed” American A-2 flight jacket, on which he has 

affixed the yellow epaulettes with silver braid, showing his 

Major rank and at the front, the Iron Cross 1st class awarded 

during the Battle of Britain. And that, in total disregard for 

Luftwaffe!s rules and regulations, as to fly too by personal 

choice the squadron!s spare planes since 1939 !  

Of course, in the German Staffel of 12 aircrafts, number 13 is 

usually the spare ship. But as Bär has shot down his first 

adversary flying “white 13” he decided then it will be his 

lucky number. 

(Christer Bergström, Claes Sundin “Luftwaffe Fighter Aircraft in 
Profile” Schiffer 1997) 
 
 
 
Though on 21 February, like for Lt Mattie, all is not going well and 
Major Bär will have to fly “yellow 12” that day.  
According to Bär!s logbook, at our disposal thanks to Erik 
Mombeeck  ( 6 ): 
On 21 February at 8.24 hrs, Major Bär takes off in a FW 190 
coded “12” from Rheine Airfield, his home base, for flight n° 183, a 
test flight until 8.40 hrs. 
At 12.45 hrs, he moves on to serious matters in flight n° 184. 
Always flying “yellow 12” he is leading his squadron in Alarmstart 
(scramble). Later he will noting down as comment about the 
mission : “airfight with Boeing, Liberator, Mustang, Thunderb. 1 
Boeing 1 Mustang”. Of course, 6./JG1 is needing no fewer than 
1h15 to cover the 90 miles to reach the area around Hannover due 
to several fruitless airfights but also to bad weather conditions. 

 

                                                 
6 Belgian historian, author of JG1’s history 
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                                  HEINZ BÄR  
 
                                  “In meiner Kiste bin ich Kommodore” * 
 
                                          *“ in my crate I’m Wing Commander ”... In researching Bär’s life he is appearing as a 

                                         singular pilot. He is one of only a small handfull of “ First to Last ” pilots, flying from 

                                         the first day to the last. Also fighting and scoring on every front, from Holland and 
                                         France, to the English Channel, to Russia, to the Mediterranean, to North Africa and 

                                         back to defend Germany. And this in both of propeller fighters : Me 109 E/F/G, FW 190 
                                         A-7/A-9, D-9  them Me 262 A/C, the first in combat used jet fighter. He is flying 

                                         about 1000 missions, shot down of 18 times, taking to his parachute 4 times and 

                                         making 14 belly landings. To survive this type of combat career is maybe due to his lucky “ 13 ”, carried 

                                         on several of his planes, but is nothing short of remarkable. 

 
einrich “ Heinz ” Bär is born on 25 May 1913 at Sommerfeld near Leipzig. He learns to fly gliders as a teenager and by 1930,   

he obtains his private pilots license. He wants to become a pilot for Lufthansa. So in 1935 he joins the emergent Luftwaffe to 
afford required additional schooling for an airline pilot. By 1938 he is promoted to Unteroffizier (Sgt) and assigned to 1./JG51 at 

Bad Aibling. He will never fly for Lufthansa, the incoming conflict will make of him a Jagdflieger... 

   

By 1939, Heinz Bär is now flying a Me 109 E-1, his first lucky “ 13 ”, and scores his first victory, a French flown Curtiss H-75 A-2 on 

25 September 1939. Promoted to Leutnant (2nd Lt) in September 1940 during the Battle of Britain, he is one of the Luftwaffe’s top 
scoring NCO pilots at the end of 1940 with a total of 13... 

 He is yet shot down himself for the first time over the Channel on 2 September flying a Me 109 E-3 too, but less luckily “ 13 ” and 

is enduring a two hour swim before being picked up by German sea rescue.  

 

  Bär with 17 victories follows Werner Mölders JG 51 in its trek East to join the fight against the Soviet Union 22 June 1941. He is 
awarded the Knights Cross 2 July after 27 victories and takes command of 12./JG 51 as Staffelkapitän (Squadron leader) on 19 

July. In less than five weeks he runs his score up to 60... is promoted to Oberleutnant (1st Lt) and awarded the Oakleaves to his 
Knights Cross on 14 August. He has multiple victory days with five 30 June, six 30 August, 79th and 80th on 31 August...  

  When he is shot down again behind enemy lines. Perhaps as the Me 109 F-2 he is flying is coded “ 1 ” ? But despite injured back 

and ankles, Bär also returns to the German lines two days later and is spending the next three month in the hospital. Back to front 

end of November he is promoted to Hauptmann (Capt) and awarded the Swords to his Knights Cross after his 90th victory on 16 

February 1942.  
   

  On May, Heinz Bär is transfered to Crimea to become Gruppenkommandeur (Group Commander) of I./JG 77. When he leaves 

Russia to join the Mediterranean at the start of July, the scoreboard on the tail of his Me 109 F-4 is of 113...  
   

 He is flying first over Malta and then over North Africa until August 1943. Bär is scoring 65 victories more, despite malaria, stricken 
by gastric ulcers and apparently difficult relationship with JG 77’s Kommodore. Now Major, but ill and exhausted by endless combat, 

he’s first sent into exile to South of France to take command of an operational training unit EJGr. Süd until December 1943, but all 

at the same Heinz Bär claims a B-17 and a P-38 on 2 December...  
   

  At last he returns to Germany. However, once home, his plain speaking on tactical policies is not at all liked by Göring, who sees fit    
to “demote” him, thus his first posting, end of December, is as Staffelkapitän of 11./JG 1, disbanded unit early January 1944... 

  Leading now 6./JG 1 he fights against heavy bombers and the new P-51s long range fighters during “Big Week” on February 1944. 

With tenacity and undeniable combat record, he is finally appointed Kommandeur of II./JG 1 on 15 March and flying a FW 190 A-7 

“ 13 ”, exceeds 200th victory on April. He is briefly acting as Kommodore (Wing Commander) of JG 1 after Walter Oesau’s death. 

    
 Bär is Kommodore of JG 3 since five days on D-Day, and leads JG 3 during operation “Bodenplatte” on New Years Day, 1945 and 

on a FW 190 D-9 adds 204th and 205th victories to his scoreboard.  

   
  In February Oberstleutnant (Lt Col) Bär becomes Kommandeur of III./EJG 2 an advanced training unit on Me 262 jet , but this 

unit is also flying combat missions credited to at least 20 victories of which 13... to Bär, flying now his first jet, Me 262 A-1a of 

course “ 13 ”...  

   
  On 23 April 1945 he joins JV 44, the so called “ Squadron of Aces ” or “ Squadron of Outcasts ”. Three days later, as Adolf Galland 

is wounded Bär becomes Kommodore of JV 44, his 220 or 221st and last victim is a downed P-47 over Bad Aibling, where his career 

began with 1./JG 51 six years ago...  
   

  Postwar, he is working as aviation consultant. On 28 April 1957, 13 years after his 200th victory, good fortune in the air leaves 
him when Heinz Bär is killed in light plane accident in Braunschweig, at the age of 44 years. 

 

  FW 190 A-7 “red 13”  
  April 1944 
  200 victories mark on the tail 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 H 



 22 

 
 

 Focke Wulf FW I90 A-7   430354  “ White 7 ” from I./JG1 lost 21 February 1944, pilot : Uffz Fritz Rathofer, probably shot down by 
Lt John Mattie. Rathofer was wounded and bailed out, his “ White 7 ” crashed at Steinheim, around 30 miles South of Stadthagen. 
Rathofer will claim nine victories at all before been killed during aerial combat at Caen (Normandy) on 30 June 1944. 

 

Then, some pilots of 6./JG1, 4./JG1 and 3./JG11 claim their first victories around 14.00 (13.00 GMT), west of Hannover. Therefore 20-
30 FW 190s of two, possibly three, Staffeln (squadrons) go into combat in that area, as a German squadron usually line up 12 fighters, 
but often few than 12 are available for taking off in 1944. 
The day!s top scorer is too the first to claim a B-17 at 13.58 hrs, 8-9 miles W/Hannover and at 21,300 ft.  
The victory will be confirmed and credited to Major Heinz Bär, of 6./JG1, as his 182nd. ( 7 ) 
Uffz (Sgt) Rau of 4./JG1 claims a B-17 “HSS” (Herausschuss “ shot out of the bomber box”) at 14.00 hrs in the same area. His first 
victory is nor confirmed nor credited. Maybe as Hans Rau will be shot down and killed a few time later the same day... 
A confirmed B-17 is on the other hand is credited to Fw (warrant officer) Hans-Georg Güthenke of 3./JG11 at 14.01 hrs, west of 
Hannover and at 22,966 ft. 
In fact only 96th BG!s “ Black Hawk ” is lost in that area, possibly shot down by Major Bär as he is the first to claim, possibly the victory 
will have to be shared...  
Only three minutes have passed and the FW 190!s continue their lightning strike, now going for the escort. 
Major Bär again, claims the first P-51 shot down that day. The first Mustang in his career... 
The aircraft is claimed shot down only two minuts later, in “Jagdtrapez” GT-58,( 8 ) no height, 5km (~3miles) North of Stadthagen, at 
14.03 hrs.  
The victory is confirmed, Anerk : Nr.62, Film C. 2025/I, and credited to Major Heinz Bär, 6./JG1, as his 183rd victory. 
Oberleutnant (1st Lt) Heinrich Koenig of 3./JG11 is claiming too a not confirmed P-51, no location, no height, no time, but as his 9th 
victory. Only that 3./JG11 is present in that area is certain. 
Leutnant (2nd Lt) Leopold Münster of 5./JG3 is claiming the third P-51, once more not confirmed, no location, no height, no time, 88th 
victory, but two groups of JG3 are present in the vicinity of Holzminden, 40 miles South and about half an hour later. 
The fourth and last goes to Oberfeldwebel Siegfried Zick of 7./JG11, 17th victory, claimed shot down over Almelo (Holland).  
 
Now it!s time for Bär and 6./JG1 to go back home. Meanwhile Rheine Airfield is suffering 1st Bomb Division!s raids, so the squadron is 
heading east toward Berlin, and landing in Stendal airfield, 95 miles from the combat area at 14.25 hrs. 
 
Heinz Bär will shoot down seven other P-51s including four downed flying Me 262 jet fighter. Very few comparative to his 220 victories. 
His explanation for that in Toliver and Constable!s “Luftwaffe fighter aces”: 
 
“The P-51 was maybe the most difficult of all allied planes met in airfight. The Mustang was fast, maneuvering and difficult to see and to 
identify because it looked like the Me 109 in the air... ...if he had a tactical advantage, he had a good chance to win the combat” 
 
As a result II./JG1!s (4th, 5th and 6th squadrons) casualties are heavy that day.  
Unteroffiziere (Sgts) Harald Feist of 5./JG 1 and Hans Rau of 4./ JG 1 are killed, Leutnant  (Lt) Helmut Proff of 4./JG 1 and Feldwebel 
(warrant officer) Otto Schmid of 5./JG 1 are wounded and four FW 190s are 100-60% damaged, in other words destroyed. One FW is 
damaged. Probably the plane that John Mattie tells  to have hit first. 
I./JG1 reports too one pilot wounded and one FW 190 destroyed... 
 
JOHN MATTIE VS FRITZ RATHOFER ?  

 
According to the German historians Horst Jeckel and Jochen Prien, Unteroffizier (Sgt) Fritz Rathofer of 3./JG1, flying FW 190 A-7 
Werknummer (serial) 430354, “White 7”, is wounded and bails out. “White 7” crashes at Steinheim, around 30 miles South of 
Stadthagen.  
1st Lieutenant John D Mattie tells to have shot down “ the FW 190 making a low rear quarter attack on his leader!s element ” near 
Stadthagen as he was himself shot down there only few seconds later. 
 
Rathofer!s “White 7” loss location seems to correspond to John Mattie!s never registered claim. 

 

                                                 
7 Tony Wood’s Combat Claims and Casualty Lists downloadable on the web 
8 Luftwaffe victory claims in geographic coordinates, see map in Appendices, more detail on www.gyges.dk 
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DAY!S LAST VICTORY 

 

Unfortunately for us Bär is well known to have a deep aversion for the “Papierkram” (paperwork), so his logbook is showing any 
strangenesses. ( 9 ) 
Therefore after getting events in order : New scramble for flight n° 185 from Stendal probably at 14.44 hrs (instead of 13.44 as he wrote 
down). With a cruise speed of 365 mph, after half an hour to cover the 188 miles to Rheine, 6./JG1 is in view of his home base and 
preparing for landing at 15.20 hrs.  
 
Just then as B-17 “Miss Ouachita”, by result of incorrect turn of her partner “Miss Minookie” which exposed them, is flying directly over 
the German airfield and finds oneself face to face with Bär!s squadron which is quick to exploit the opportunity. The top turret gunner 
and the co-pilot are killed, the pilot Spencer K Osterberg is wounded but succeeds in doing a belly landing on pastureland at Bexten, 
few miles from Rheine. ( 10 ) 
 
New irony of fate and History, like “ The Blake Hawk” crew members, Lt Osterberg is captured and will become a PoW in Stalag Luft 1, 
the same camp where Lt Mattie is spending too the rest of war. In this way, almost all of Bär!s victims of that day, are or could be 
meeting each other. 
 
Major Heinz Bär of 6./JG1 is credited for his 184th victory, a confirmed B-17, downed N/NW/Rheine, no height, at 15.25 hrs.  (He wrote 
down in his logbook : landing at 15.20 ! ) It is B-17F, 42-3040, “ Miss Ouachita”, coded OR-Q, 91st BG/323rd BS. 

 
Photo probably taken 21 February late in the 

afternoon or 22 February. Indeed, “as the Germans 

gloated over their prize, Allied fighter aircraft 

spotted Miss Ouachita on the ground and strafed it 

until fire took a hold and damaged the plane beyond 

repair, leaving it fit only for scrap.” (11)  

Behind Bär, his wingman Leo Schuhmacher (an 

other American flight jackets fan ?) 
(Bundesarchiv) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAS JOHN D MATTIE HEINZ BÄR!S 183rd VICTIM ? 
 
 
Let!s sum up : 
 
• Lt Mattie was shot down by a FW 190 
• In that area, only Green Flight was going into combat 
• The number of incoming FWs coincides with strength of 6./JG1 and 3./JG11 and John Mattie!s story 
• Casualties of II./JG1 (12 ) coincide with Mattie!s one FW damaged, one shot down and two others destroyed by 354th FG 
 
• Bär!s P-51 was confirmed 
 
• Bär!s claim location is ~ 8 miles South West distant of Wunstorf 
 
• Mattie during his long chute drift from 18 000 ft crossed Mittellandkanal, so drifted North East towards Wunstorf 
 

 
Therefore Lt John D Mattie was most probably shot down by Maj Heinz Bär, 21 February 1944, near Wunstorf 
 
But without detail about Oblt  Koenig!s not confirmed claim, a very little doubt will still remain. 
 
The reader will come to a decision in his deep conviction.  

                                                 
9 Original copy by Erik Mombeeck in Appendices 
10 In “Plane Names & Fancy Noses” by Ray Bowden 
11 In “Plane Names & Fancy Noses” by Ray Bowden 
12 Tony Wood’s Combat Claims and Casualty Lists 
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P-51 B-1-NA  43-12161  FT-D, 353rd FS, 354th FG, lost 21 February 1944 over Germany, pilot : Lt John D Mattie 

 
P-51 B-1-NA  43-12372  FT-O, 353rd FS, 354th FG, assigned to Lt Felix M Rogers, possibly his first “Beantown Banshee”,  

lost 21 February 1944 over Germany, pilot : Lt Billy B Bronston 

 
FW 190 A-7 ,  6./JG1, Rheine, 21 February 1944, pilot : Maj Heinz Bär 

 
FW 190 A-7, 3./JG11, Husum, February 1944 



 

KRIEGSGEFANGEN 

WAR DIARY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The original War Diary, as John Mattie wrote and drew it, first on Red Cross notebooks...





















































































































 



 

APPENDICES 

 
APPENDIX  A  

 

1944 NEWSPAPER ARTICLES  (in John D Mattie!s War Diary) 
 



APPENDIX  B 

 

JOHN D MATTIE!S MISSIONS  (by Steve Blake) 
 
COMBAT MISSIONS OF LT. JOHN D. MATTIE (353rd Sq., 354th FG): 

 

Date    Aircraft Comments 

 

December 5, 1943  FT-N 

December 13, 1943  FT-N 

December 20, 1943  FT-N 

December 22, 1943  FT-N 

December 30, 1943  FT-A  DNTO (Did Not Take Off) 

January 4, 1944  FT-R 

January 7, 1944  FT-A 

January 14, 1944  FT-A 

January 24, 1944  FT-A  Aborted (Landing Gear) 

January 29, 1944  FT-A 

February 3, 1944  FT-K 

February 4, 1944  FT-K 

February 6, 1944  FT-P  Force landed at Cheddington, England 

February 8, 1944  FT-A 

February 11, 1944  FT-A  Aborted (Rough Engine) 

February 20, 1944  FT-A  Aircraft damaged by enemy fighter 

February 21, 1944  FT-D  Missing in Action/POW 



APPENDIX  C 

 
MISSING AIR CREW REPORT 2329  (AFHRA) 
 

 











APPENDIX  D 

 

MAJOR BÄR!S FLUGBUCH (LOGBOOK)  (thanks to Erik Mombeeck and Horst Jeckel) 
 



APPENDIX  E 
 
GERMAN COMBAT CLAIMS AND CASUALTIES LISTS  (by Tony Wood) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Air Defence of the Reich [RLV]: 20. February 1944 

 

 
 

Unit Commander Division  Base Luftkampf  Claims KiA WiA 100-60% !60% 

 

III./JG 54 Hptm. Klemm 1. Jagddivision Ludwigslust 6 B-17: 2 B-17 HSS 3 3 8 1 

I./JG 302 Hptm. Lewens 1. Jagddivision  Jüterbog-Waldlager - - 2 5 3 

I./NJG 5 Hptm. Hoffmann 1. Jagddivision  Stendal - 3 - 3 - 

II./NJG 5 Hptm. Fellerer 1. Jagddivision  Parchim 1 B-17 1 2 1 - 

Jasta. Erla Hptm. Laube 1. Jagddivision  Delitsch 3 B-17: 2 P-51 - 1 4 - 

Jasta. AGO n.n. 1. Jagddivision  Gotha 1 P-51 - - - - 

Stab/ZG 26 Obstlt. Boehm-Tettelbach 1. Jagddivision Wunstorf - - - - - 

I./ZG 26 n.n. 1. Jagddivision Völkenrode 2 B-17 6 2 6 2 

II./ZG 26 Hptm. Tratt 1. Jagddivision Hildesheim 2 B-17: 1 P-38 3 1 2 - 

III./ZG 26 n.n. 1. Jagddivision Wunstorf - 11 7 10 3 

 

Stab/JG 11 Oberst. Graf 2. Jagddivision Husum 1 B-17 1 - 1 - 

I./JG 11 Hptm. Hermichen 2. Jagddivision Husum 2 B-24: 1 B-24 HSS: 6 B-17: 1 B-17 a.s.m. - 1 2 7 

II./JG 11 Hptm. Specht 2. Jagddivision Wunstorf - - - 1 1 

III./JG 11 Maj. Hackl 2. Jagddivision Oldenburg - - - 2 2 

II./JG 3 Hptm. Rohwer 2. Jagddivision Rotenburg 3 B-24 1 3 4 - 

 

Stab/JG 1 Oberst. Oesau 3. Jagddivision Deelen - - - - - 

I./JG 1 Hptm. Schnoor 3. Jagddivision Rheine 1 B-17: 1 P-51 2 1 3 1 

II./JG 1 Hptm. Segatz 3. Jagddivision Rheine 2 B-17: 1 P-38 2 - 4 - 

III./JG 1 Hptm. Eberle 3. Jagddivision Volkel - - 1 2 - 

I./JG 3 Hptm. Haiböck i.V. 3. Jagddivision Mönchengladbach 1 B-17 - - 1 - 

IV./JG 3 Hptm. Lang i.V.  3. Jagddivision Venlo 1 P-47 - 1 1 1 

II./JG 27 Hptm. Schroer 3. Mittelrhein Wiesbaden-Erbenheim - 1 - 2 1 

I./NJG 6 Maj. Reschke 3. Mittelrhein Mainz-Finthen 1 B-17 - - 1 - 

II./NJG 6 Maj. Leuchs 3. Mittelrhein Stuttgart-Echterdingen 2 B-17 3 - 1 1 

 

II./JG 26 Hptm. Naumann 4. Jagddivision Cambrai/Epinoy 1 B-17: 1 B-24: 1 P-47 - 1 1 3 

III./JG 2 Hptm. Huppertz 5. Jagddivision Cormeilles 1 B-17 1 - 2 - 

 

Stab/JG 3 Oberst Wilcke 7. Jagddivision Neubiberg - - - - - 

III./JG 3 Maj. Dahl 7. Jagddivision Leipheim 2 B-24 2 1 5 - 

I./JG 301 Maj. Brede  7. Jagddivision Neubiberg 1 B-17 e.V. - - - - 

Stab/ZG 76 Obstlt. Kowalewski 7. Jagddivision Ansbach - - - - - 

I./ZG 76 n.n. 7. Jagddivision Ansbach 1 B-17: 1 B-24 2 - 1 1 

II./ZG 76 Maj. Kaminski 7. Jagddivision Neubiberg - - - - - 

III./ZG 76 n.n. 7. Jagddivision Oettingen 1 B-17 2 2 1 1 

 

I./JG 27 Hptm. Franzisket JaFü Ostmark Fels-am-Wagram - - - - 1 

Combats & Casualties Reichsverteidigung 20.2.44:  - 44 29 74 29 

 

 

 



21. February 1944 

 
U.S. VIII Bomber Command F.O. # 228: BRUNSWICK, DIEPHOLZ, RHEINE, WERL, 

GUTERSLOH, HANDORF & ACHMER 

16 Bombers & 5 Fighters Lost 

 

 

JaFü I. Jagdkorps/Lfl. Reich: 

21.02.44 Major Günther Specht: 28 Stab II/JG 11 P-47 ! Leteln: 8.000 m. [N.E. Minden] 13.54 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.14 

21.02.44 Major Heinz Bär: 182 6./JG 1 B-17 ! 12-14 km. W. Hannover: 6.500 m. 13.58 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.61 

21.02.44 Uffz. Wenzel 4./ZG 26 B-17 ! Luchtringen: 6.5-7.000 m. [Holzminden] 14.00 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.94 

21.02.44 Fw. Hans-Georg Güthenke: 4 3./JG 11 B-17 ! W. Hannover: 7.000 m. 14.01 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.4 

21.02.44 Major Heinz Bär: 183 6./JG 1 P-51 ! GT-58: no height [5 km. N. Stadthagen] 14.03 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.62 

21.02.44 Uffz. Wenzel: KiA 4./ZG 26 B-17 ! Bad Driburg: 6.5-7.00 m. [E. Paderborn] 14.05 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.95 

21.02.44 Oblt. Herbert Kutscha: 36 12./JG 3 B-17 HSS ! Raum Holzminden: 7.000 m.  14.35 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Ofw. Robert Roller: 12 e.V. 6./JG 3 B-17 e.V. ! Raum Holzminden: 7.000 m.  14.35 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Ltn. Hans Weik: 15 10./JG 3 B-17 ! Raum Holzminden: 6.000 m. 14.38 Film C. 2025/I VNE: 

ASM  

21.02.44 Ltn. Kilian: 20 7./JG 11 B-24 ! Horstel GQ-7: 6.500 m. 14.50-55 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Hptm. Erich Woitke: w.b. Stab II./JG 300 B-24 ! N.N.E. Fl.Pl. Achmer: 5.000 m. 14.55 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Ltn. Ernst-Erich Hirschfeld 5./JG 300 B-24 ! Raum Achmer: 5.500 m. 14.45 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Uffz. Kurt Röhrich: 2 Sturmstaffel 1 B-17 ! 6 km. W. Quakenbrück: 6.500 m.  15.00 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.- 

21.02.44 Fw. Heinz Stöwer: 6 3./JG 11 B-17 ! HK-4: 6.000 m. [Leiden] 15.00 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

ASM  

21.02.44 Uffz. Kurt Röhrich: i.z.W. Sturmstaffel 1 B-17 ! FQ-1: 5.500 m. [E. Haselünne] 15.00 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.5 

21.02.44 Fw. Gerhard Marburg: 1 Sturmstaffel 1 B-17 ! GM-4: no height [Harderwijk] 15.10 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.4 

21.02.44 Obfhr. Zulauf: 1 8./JG 1 B-17 ! FM-9: 4.000 m. [W. Zwolle] 15.21 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.1 

21.02.44 Major Heinz Bär: 184 6./JG 1 B-17 ! N.N.W. Rheine: no height 15.25 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.63 

21.02.44 Fw. Gerhard Marburg: 2 Sturmstaffel 1 B-17 HSS ! FM-9: 6.500 m. [W. Zwolle] 15.25 Film C. 2025/I VNE: 

ASM 

21.02.44 Fw. Fritz Haspel: 3 8./JG 1 P-47 ! FN-2: 4.000 m. [Meppel] 15.50 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.2 

 

JaFü II. Jagdkorps/Lfl. 3: 

21.02.44 Ofw. Adolf Glunz 5./JG 26 B-17 ! 6 km. W. Bergen-aan-Zee: 7.000 m. 15.50 Film C. 2025/I Anerk:  

ASM  

21.02.44 Uffz. Loschinski: i.z.Arb. 7./JG 26 B-17 ! 2 km. W. Amsterdam: 1.000 m. 16.05 Film C. 2025/I Anerk: 

Nr.- 

 

Supplemental Claims from Sources: 

21.02.44 Ofw. Karl-Emil Demuth: 8 2./JG 1 B-17 ! - -  

21.02.44 Uffz. Rau: 1 4./JG 1 B-17 HSS ! 05 Ost S/ westlich Hannover 14.00 Reference: JG 1 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Hptm. Hermann Segatz: 34 Stab II./JG 1 B-24 ! 05 Ost S/GR-2 5 km. S. Damme 14.50 Reference: JG 1 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Oblt. Kirchmayr: 7 5./JG 1 B-24 HSS ! 05 Ost S/GO-GP Hengelo 14.55 Reference: JG 1 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Oblt. Hans-Heinrich Koenig: 9 3./JG 11 P-51 ! - - Reference: JG 11 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Fw. Alwin Doppler: 12 2./JG 11 B-24 ! - - Reference: JG 11 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Ofw. Siegfried Zick: 17 7./JG 11 P-51 ! GO Almelo-Hörstel 6.500 m. - Reference: JG 11 List f. 

1202 

21.02.44 Ofw. Robert Roller: e.V. 6./JG 3 B-17  ! - 15.05 Reference: JG 3 List f. 452 

21.02.44 Ltn. Leopold Münster: 88 5./JG 3 P-51 ! - - Reference: JG 3 List f. 452 

21.02.44 Ltn. Franz Ruhl: n.b. 4./JG 3 B-17 ! - 14.24 Reference: JG 3 List f. 452  

 



Air Defence of the Reich [RLV]: 21. February 1944 
 

Unit Commander Division  Base Luftkampf  Claims KiA WiA 100-60% !60% 

 

Stab/JG 1 Oberst. Oesau 3. Jagddivision Deelen - - - - - 

I./JG 1 Hptm. Schnoor 3. Jagddivision  Rheine 1 B-17 - 1 1 - 

II./JG 1 Hptm. Segatz 3. Jagddivision  Rheine 2 B-17: 1 B-17 HSS: 2 B-24: 12 B-24 HSS: 2 2 4 1 

    1 P-51  

III./JG 1 Hptm. Eberle 3. Jagddivision Volkel 1 B-17: 1 P-47 3 1 6 2 

I./JG 3 Hptm. Haiböck i.V. 3. Jagddivision Mönchengladbach - 1 1 2 1 

IV./JG 3 Hptm. Lang i.V.  3. Jagddivision Venlo 2 B-17 - - 2 - 

II./JG 300 Hptm. Peters  3. Jagddivision Rheine 2 B-24 - - - - 

 

Sturmst. 1 Maj. Kornatzki 2. Jagddivision Langenhagen 3 B-17: 1 B-17 HSS 2 - - 2 

II./JG 3 Hptm. Rohwer 2. Jagddivision Rotenburg 1 B-17 [e.V?] 1 1 2 2 

Stab/JG 11 Oberst. Graf 2. Jagddivision Husum - 1 - 1 - 

I./JG 11 Hptm. Hermichen 2. Jagddivision Husum 1 B-17: 1 B-17 a.s.m. 1 B-24: 1 P-51 - - - 2 

II./JG 11 Hptm. Specht 2. Jagddivision Wunstorf 1 P-47 1 - 1 - 

III./JG 11 Maj. Hackl 2. Jagddivision Oldenburg 1 B-24: 1 P-51 - - - 1 

Stab/ZG 26 Obstlt. Boehm-Tettelbach 2. Jagddivision Wunstorf - - - - 

I./ZG 26 n.n. 2. Jagddivision Völkenrode - 4 - 3 - 

II./ZG 26 Hptm. Tratt 2. Jagddivision Hildesheim 2 B-17 1 1 2 - 

III./ZG 26 n.n. 2. Jagddivision Wunstorf - - - - 2 

III./JG 54 Hptm. Klemm 1. Jagddivision Ludwigslust - 4 - 4 3 

Ind. Erla Hptm. Laube 1. Jagddivision  Delitsch - 1 - 1 - 

Stab/ZG 76 Obstlt. Kowalewski 7. Jagddivision  Ansbach - - - - - 

I./ZG 76 n.n. 7. Jagddivision  Ansbach - 4 - 2 - 

II./ZG 76 Maj. Kaminski 7. Jagddivision  Neubiberg 1 B-17: 1 B-17 e.V. - - - - 

Combats & Casualties Reichsverteidigung 21.2.44:  - 25 7 30 16 

 

 

 

 
APPENDIX  E  :  COMBAT CLAIMS AND CASUALTIES LISTS   (Tony Wood )



APPENDIX  F 

 

21 FEBRUARY 1944 EVENTS! LOCATION 

 

 
Lat : 52°21’40’’ Long : 9°13’20’’       Lat : 52°21’40’’ Long : 9°16’40’’ 
 

                                                 GT 58 

Lat : 52°20’00’’ Long :9°13’20’’        Lat :52°20’00’’  Long : 9°16’40’’        Hannover ~ 19 miles N/E  " 
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